
 
 
  

My NASA Data - Mini Lesson

Changing Air Temperatures 

  

Mini Lesson

This mini lesson engages students in writing a commentary for a NASA video regarding changes in
global temperatures from 1880 to 2017. 

Student Directions: 

1. Review the NASA video on global temperatures from 1880 to 2017.
2. Write the commentary (a descriptive spoken account (as if you were a NASA broadcaster) of

the events as they happen in the NASA video on global temperatures.  You will explain what
is happening in this video.

 

Purpose:  Consider using this mini lesson during the last 10 minutes of the class period/lesson to
assess students formative learning. 

Teacher Directions: For this mini lesson, have students write the commentary for the NASA video on
global temperatures from 1880 to 2017. Instruct students to explain what is occurring in this video.

Options for scaffolding:

Depending on what you talked about during the day, you can narrow down the portion of the
video student should make commentary on to only 20 seconds.
You can show the full video then provide students with three pictures that they need to
provide commentary too. You can give each group the same three pictures or you can divide
up the video so as a class you create the full commentary for the video.
Depending on the age of your students, you can choose to not provide an example of
commentary.
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Option:  Consider using FlipGrid, or other technological tool to differentiate the task.  

  

Grade Band 

3-5
6-8
9-12

  

Supported NGSS Performance Expectations

5-ESS2-1: Develop a model using an example to describe ways the geosphere, biosphere,
hydrosphere, and/or atmosphere interact.
MS-ESS3-1: Construct a scientific explanation based on evidence for how the uneven
distributions of Earth's mineral, energy, and groundwater resources are the result of past and
current geoscience processes.
MS-ESS2-2: Construct an explanation based on evidence for how geoscience processes
have changed Earth's surface at varying time and spatial scales. 
HS-ESS2-2: Analyze geoscience data to make the claim that one change to Earth's surface
can create feedbacks that cause changes to other Earth systems. 

  

Crosscutting Concepts

Patterns
Scale, Proportion, and Quantity
Systems and System Models
Stability and Change

  

Related Links

Global Temperature
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